
A collaboration of faculty & graduate scholars adding professional skills to 
International Community programs

RESEARCH & INNOVATION FELLOWSHIP 
FOR AGRICULTURE

Over 88 RIFA 
Fellows have 

worked in over 
26 Countries



RIFA Presents an Innovation Solution

• Graduate Students not receiving practical experience in their field

• Need for STTA and project execution in resource poor nations

• Establishing a connection to University of California experts 

• Fulfilling UN SDGs important priority for APLU

• Cost effective project management 



Program Successes
• 88 fellows in 5 years
• Work in 30 countries
• Over $156,000 additional funding leveraged by fellows
• 22 scientific journal articles in progress
• 73 Additional Publications including fact sheets, guides, etc
• 1053 Professional Collaborations
• Grad students from: 

• UC Davis, Berkeley, Santa Cruz, Riverside, Santa Barbara, San Diego
• Land-grant colleges: University of Florida,  Idaho, Michigan, Arizona



RIFA Fellow Map

Fellows live and work for 2-6 months in country



Host

FellowMentor

STTA or “boots on 
ground”

Connection to UCD 
networks

Leads to future 
collaboration

Potential employee

RIFA Projects Benefit Stakeholders on many levels

Practical experience
in international setting

Networking 
Project design and 

management
Often leads to further 

research, job 
opportunities after 

graduation 

Connection to Host 
organization

Potential for publication
Opportunity for further 

research
Student mentoring



Host Organizations



Funding 2014

USAID UC Davis

37%

10%22%

31%

Funding 2018

UC Global Food Initiative

UC Davis

Private Sponsors

Host Orgs



Fellow Costs VS Consultant Fees









Liberia
Austin – MSc International Ag Development, UC Davis

Kenya
Michael – MSc International Ag Development, UC Davis



Vietnam
Jen – PhD Political Science, UC Santa Cruz

Kenya
Noah – MSc International Ag Development, UC Davis



Venezuela
Eleinis – PhD Ecology, UC Riverside

Colombia
Emily – MSc International Ag Development, UC Davis



Colombia
Sammi – MSc International Ag Development, UC Davis

South Africa
Pedro – PhD Chemical & Environmental Engineering, 
UC Riverside
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